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BALLOON & WINE FESTIVAL

TEMECULA, CA – “Get your glow on” at the Temecula Valley Balloon and Wine Festival June 3-5, 2011. This Southern California Wine Country event offers plenty of inspiration, from flying high aboard a hot air balloon thru the dawn clear blue skies, picnicking beneath the towering colorful orbs as they illuminate during the evening balloon glow, or taste from over 20 wineries and 40 wines poured at the Festival.

The Temecula Valley Balloon and Wine Festival kicks off Summer 2011, as it has every year for the past 28, with an array sights, sounds and tastes for the senses.  Early birds catch much more than a worm at dawn, as dozens of brilliantly colored hot air balloons make their mass ascension over picturesque Lake Skinner on Saturday and Sunday mornings, June 4 and 5. 

Through the 28-year history of the event, the Festival has expanded to a three-day showcase of the Temecula Valley’s greatest assets. Mild summer temperatures cooled by an ocean breeze slip through the Rainbow gap and provide the perfect climate for over 30 wineries and 40,000 annual Festival guests.  The Festival has more than 20 of those wineries pouring during the weekend. 
Wine tasting hours are Friday, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A souvenir glass and six tastes are included in the $15 wine-tasting package.  Epicurean delights can be enjoyed in the Wine & Food Pairing pavilion Saturday and Sunday where local chefs match culinary specialties with local wines.  Wine tasting and the wine and food pairing packages are additional and not included in Festival admission.
Held at the Lake Skinner Recreation Area and surrounded by the Shipley Preserve, the Festival’s park setting provides natural vistas whether flying aboard a hot air balloon, or planted on terra firma. Photographers revel in the visuals from dawn mass balloon ascensions to evening balloon glows.

Opening night, Friday evening June 3 is a crowd pleaser as families pour into the Festival in anticipation of the evening “Glow.”  Country music concerts are held on the main stage, located at the Lake Skinner Amphitheater.   Gates open at 5 p.m. to an Arts and Crafts Faire, Kids Faire, exhibits, international food court, and wine tasting.

The luminescent Balloon Glow is created when balloon pilots synchronize igniting burners of the balloons.  The burner is what creates the “hot” in the air. Whether done to a musical beat or the crowd’s demand to “Glow,” the balloons appear to dance as they flicker and shine against the hues of dusk and nightfall. Held both Friday and Saturday nights around 8 p.m. (after dusk), the Glow is one of the most popular entertainment options of the Festival.

Saturday and Sunday mornings are spectacular eye-poppers at the Festival when colorful hot air balloons dot the pastel dawn skies of Temecula. The mass balloon ascension takes place between 6 a.m. and 7 a.m. weather permitting. Guests are encouraged to arrive early as hot air balloons need the cool morning air to fly.  

Concerts are held on two stages Saturday, with jazz, pop and R&B performed on the Wine Garden Stage. The Main Stage has national headline entertainment. Past performers have included Kenny Loggins, Peter Frampton, Blake Shelton and the Doobie Brothers. Sunday entertainment includes headliners on the Wine Garden Stage and a freestyle super motocross stunt show at the Main Stage. All concerts are included in the admission price. 

Make Temecula reservations early during the Festival week. For information visit www.tvbwf.com or call (951) 676-6713.
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