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Plein Air Festival added to 

Temecula's Street Painting Festival


TEMECULA, CA - It's an art form that physically challenges the hardiest of artists. Yet, after 48-hours of painting the blacktop on hands and knees, a masterpiece lies on a city street for viewers to enjoy.  

Professional artists from cities throughout Southern California paint many of the estimated 300 murals.  The murals range from original art to copies of master painters such as Van Gogh, Boticelli, or Raphael. Consider one of the more user-friendly street painting festivals on the west coast, Old Town Temecula's event sets aside one city block for amateur painters, families and friends to try their hand with pastels.  This year's featured artist will be 20-year-old Hannah Tarwater of San Diego. Tarwater won the 2007 Best of Show for her 10-foot by 12-foot portrait titled "Carol and Clark."

This year organizers have joined forces with the Arts Council of Temecula Valley to stage the Ralph Love Plein Air Festival in conjunction with the Street Painting Festival. Artists will be painting on location throughout Old Town Temecula on Friday and Saturday, June 27 and 28 with awards presented Saturday, June 28 at the "Love" Courtyard in Temecula.

For many years, Ralph Love taught as well as painted in the Temecula Valley. His students were made up of avid artists throughout Southern California, and their classroom was the wide-open spaces. On rainy days, the class would meet in the old Art Shack in Temecula, California, which Love opened in the mid-fifties. The Love Courtyard, now part of Front Street Bar and Grill in Old Town Temecula, sits at the Art Shack location.  It was from the Art Shack that Love's work received national recognition. He was well known for painting the Grand Canyon and California landscapes. "Arizona Life" magazine featured his work on the cover and on the inside spread, showing several of his original oils. Senator Barry Goldwater owned several of Love's Grand Canyons.

While professional and amateur artists spread a palette of color and artistic culture, multi-cultural bands play along the walkways.  For more information call (951) 678-1456 or visit the website at www.temeculacalifornia.com.
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